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The Education Department Staff host the 2025 Talent Show event on September 19, 2025.



Important Dates
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Director’s Report

Education Director Report: SEPTEMBER 2025

Meetings and Travel:
Sept. 3 – Attended Final Pinenut Festival Planning Meeting 
Sept. 12 – Education Staff Meeting 
Sept. 15 – RMC Research and Evaluation (NYCP Program) On-site visit
Sept. 15 – JOM Student Count Completed
Sept. 15 – AVT/Enrichment Deadline (Collected all applications for 4  Quarter)th

Sept. 16 – Attended Special Tribal Council Meeting – Higher Education Appeal 
Sept. 17-18 – Attended the Tribal Opioid Summit, Reno, NV
Sept. 19 – Education hosted the 2025 Talent Show event during the Pinenut
Festival
Sept. 22 – Attended Special Tribal Council Meeting – Higher Education Appeal 
Sept. 23 – Submitted Year 4 Budget for NYCP Program 
Sept. 23 – Talent Show receipts and change returned to the Finance Department
Sept. 23 - BOE Member Vacancy Seat Posted
Sept. 24 - Board of Education Regular Meeting
Sept. 25 – Meet with Hope Allen, UNR Extension Program Coordinator, for event planning

Upcoming Events:
Oct. 1 – Begin Education after-school tutoring and transportation services
Oct. 2 - Indian Education Advisory Committee Meeting 
Oct. 7 – 11 – Education Director, NYCP Coach, Communal Library Specialist, and 
Academic Tutor on Travel - NIEA Convention, Spokane, WA 
Oct. 15 - Board of Education Regular Meeting
Oct. 20 – 24 – Education Director on Travel - GONA Certified Training, Portland, OR
Oct. 23 - BOE Member Seat Vacancy Closes

Sara L. Twiss | She/Her/Hers
Education Director

Walker River Paiute Tribe | Agai Dicutta Numu
MCRP | University of New Mexico

W: (775)773-2478 ext. 2160
educationdirector@wrpt.org



Thank you all for joining our annual Back-To-School event this week!
We enjoyed meeting all of the students and families. 

Here is our total count for the night: 
Number of Attendees: 133 

Number of backpacks provided:
Pre-K - 14
Elementary School - 21
Middle School - 28 
High School - 24

Number of Tablers: 6
UNR Extension Program
MCSD Title VI
WRPT Boys & Girls Club
WRPT Tribal Health Clinic
WRPT Tribal Library Program
Ping Pow Poom
Kids Free Haircuts station 

Thank you to all those who helped us setup and prepare for this
event including the Education Staff, WRPT Maintenance, and
volunteers from The Missionaries! If you need a backpack or school
supplies, please come down to the Education Department! 

All of this was made possible by an inkind donation from Running
Strong for American Indian Youth.

Recap on the 2025 Back-To-School Event! 
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As we continue to prepare the physical library space for public use, we
would like to thank our High School Seniors (Jeralyn Dixon and Diana Jones)
for contributing their time and artistic touch to the library bookshelves! 
The murals depict cultural images, including local landscapes and Paiute
language. We look forward to the final touches! 

Walker River Tribal Library Program Updates
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Our Communal Library Specialist, Ysela Brown, has been conducting regular
literacy sessions through the IMLS grant for the Agai Dicutta Elder Center,
the Agai Tuamuhvi Nobe (Boys & Girls Club). She is also facilitating readings
from the publication, Walker River Paiutes: A Tribal History, or the Red Book
Readings, and community handgame activities. For the physical library, we
are continuing to order supplies such as bar codes, scanners, labels, tech
supplies for computers, and money handling necessities for our library to be
operational for patrons. We will arrange an opening night for the library to
the public very soon! 

Walker River Tribal Library Program Updates
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Education Team in the Community!
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The Education Staff received an in-kind donation of maternal kits from the
Running Strong for American Indian Youth organization. With this donation,
we collaborated with the ITCN Breastfeeding Info-Session to help pass out
free maternal kits to families. 

If you would like a maternal kit or know someone who would like to receive
one, please contact our office. 



During the week of August 18, the
Education staff assisted with the
Pinenut Festival clean-up activities!
The weeds have grown in and around
the playground area after the rainy
days we had this summer. Our focus
was on the playground areas, picnic
tables/BBQ pits, and outdoor
basketball court. We had two
truckloads of weeds removed and
hauled out, just in time for the
Pinenut Festival weekend! 
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Education Team in the Community!



2025 Talent Show Event
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2025 Talent Show Winners
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NYCP News
RMC Research Evaluation Program Team On-site Visit!
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On Monday, September 15, the RMC Research Evaluation Program team completed an
annual evaluation study of the Native Youth Community Project (NYCP). The project is
designed to help students prepare for college and careers by gathering adequate
data from staff, students, parents/guardians, and school teachers/administrators.  
The purpose of the study is to measure NYCP’s benefits over the grant year period
(2024-2025). The results of the study will be used to enhance the program and
develop a strategic framework for all stakeholders and entities involved in improving
the NYCP program.



NYCP News
RMC Infographic
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We are excited to announce a new incentive program designed to encourage students to
participate in after-school tutoring, which is available through both YIS and YHS schools
and our NYCP Coaches. This program is supported in collaboration through the Johnson

O'Malley program, with support from our Academic Tutor, Carissa Lockwood-Brown. 
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Orange Shirt Day is observed annually on September 30th to honor Indigenous children
affected by the residential school system. In Canada it is estimated that approximately
150,000 First Nations, Inuit and Metis children attended residential schools by 1996. It

is also known as National Day for Truth and Reconciliation. In the United States, this
day serves as a reminder of the historical impact of the U.S. Indian boarding school

system on Native American children, recognizing that Every Child Matters. 




