
Check out our website for any updated information!
https://www.wrpt.org/education/

2025February

Phone Number:
775-773-2306 

Sara Twiss, Education Director Ext. 2160 
Aimee Johnson, Education Specialist Ext. 2162

Belinda Hooper, NYCP College & Career Coach Ext. 2161
Dawna Jackson, NYCP College & Career Coach Ext. 2163
(Position Open!), Communal Library Specialist Ext. 2164 

REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION: 
M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

TECHNOLOGY CENTER (OPEN TO PUBLIC): 
M-F 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

(Please enter through Education Entrance)

Contact Education Department
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The NYCP Coaches traveled to southern Nevada for private college tours including University of
Nevada Las Vegas and Nevada State University with fourteen students ranging from 7th - 11th grade.
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We continue to celebrate and support Black History Month
in solidarity. 

Check out this powerful reading list featuring Black & Afro-Indigenous authors! 
"An Afro-Indigenous History of the United States" by Kyle T. Mays - Unveils the intertwined histories

of Black and Native Americans, calling for solidarity against oppression.
"Crossing Waters, Crossing Worlds" by Tiya Miles and Sharon P. Holland Explores African and Native

cultural intersections and historical relations in the U.S.
"Ties That Bind" by Tiya Miles - Tells the story of an Afro-Cherokee family during slavery and

freedom, revealing their powerful legacy.
"Black Indian" by Shonda Buchanan - A personal memoir that uncovers the complex dual identity of

African American and Native ancestry.
“Indigeneity, Globalization, and African Literature" by Tanure Ojaide - A Nigerian writer’s perspective

on how African and Indigenous literature respond to globalization.
"Black & Native Attention as Miracle" by Kailea Frederick & Kate Weiner - A call for Black and Native

liberation through environmental and social justice.
"Farming While Black" by Leah Penniman - Reclaiming Black heritage through sustainable farming

while addressing racial injustices.
"Working the Roots" by Michele Elizabeth Lee - A deep dive into the history and practice of African

American traditional herbal medicine.
"Creole Indigeneity" by Shona N. Jackson - Explores the redefinition of identity in Guyana, where

descendants of Africans and Indians connect with Indigenous belonging.



Education Directors Report
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JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2025
Higher Education Awards Spring 2025 - Twenty-two (22) students were awarded grants and the 
Agai Dicutta Scholarship award
AVT 1st Quarter Awards - Four (4) students were awarded AVT and the Agai Dicutta Scholarship award
Enrichment 1st Quarter Awards - Two (2) Enrichment students were awarded with book reimbursement
2024/2025 Call for All Graduates Survey Count: 13 responses received as of 2/13/2025

Meetings and Travel: 
Jan. 10 - Staff traveled to the UNR Library in Reno to pick up donated bookshelves. UNR followed
up with supplies and a construction manual. 
Jan. 10 - Solidified dates for upcoming NYCP event to Stewart Indian Museum, WNC
Observatory, and NV State Museum, on February 28-Mar 1, 2025 – 12 spots available to attend
Jan. 13 – NYCP Coaches updated the 2023-2024 Data Table for the RMC evaluation team
Jan. 13 – The Director met with the MCSD Superintendent regarding the NYCP servicing
schedule
Jan. 14 – The NYCP team hosted a recruitment event in Hawthorne, NV, for MCSD students
Jan. 15 – Staff attended the SES 2nd Quarter Awards ceremony
Jan. 17 – 20 – NYCP Southern NV College Tours (UNLV/NSU) Coaches took 14 students in 
7th-12th grade and led a two-day college tour at each campus
Jan. 18 – WRTL hosted its first Saturday event, “Understanding Land Acknowledgement”
Jan. 24 – Our Education Specialist began maternity leave and is expected to return on or
around April 4, 2025
Jan. 26 – Staff attended Dicutta UNITY Youth Council Candidates/Election Night hosted at the
Walker River Community Center
Jan. 27 – Solidified dates for upcoming NYCP event to Redken International Academy of Style
(Reno) on February 22, 2025 – 14 spots available to attend
Jan 29 - NYCP Grantees - Quarterly Subrecipient Meeting
Jan. 31 – Attended NYCP Coaches Monthly Meeting
Feb. 5 – 10 – NYCP Coaches, along with 12 students, attended the UNITY Mid-year Conference
Feb 11 - Education Director, Academic Tutor, and MCSD Title VI Coordinator attended the 2025
NV Tribes Legislative Day with 8 local students
Feb. 12 - NDEP Recycling Grant Update Meeting 
Feb. 12 – MCSD Title VI Indian Education Meeting
Feb 13 - A Student Recognition event during the regular Tribal Council meeting was held

Important Events/Activities: 
The Walker River Tribal Library program has completed a draft of the policies for review and
approval by the Board of Education. The staff would like to hear any feedback or discussions
during the meeting on Feb. 27, 2025. Currently, the position of Communal Library Specialist is
open to interested applicants. The Tribal Library gained more resources, including access to an
online resource called Beanstack to help set up library patrons' accounts, track reading
challenges, and run summer reading sessions. We were also invited into a new statewide
subscription to Candid, a national organization that provides grant training resources for NV
public and tribal libraries.



Education Directors Report Cont.
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 JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2025 cont.

NYCP Coaches have been working diligently to help coordinate upcoming college/vocational
trips throughout the next fiscal year (up to September 2025). Much of our travel is organized
with an initial meet-and-greet with our team and the college/program recruiters. We will
screen through catalogs and program information available to help identify specific areas of
interest related to what our NYCP students have expressed in the past. I will also screen for
diversity mechanisms in place and resources available for Native American students based on
what is shared publicly and in our meetings. We then solidify a date and set a follow-up date for
any final planning steps. Our team will prepare their travel authorization forms, informational
flyers, sign-up sheets, and transportation permission slips. We send all information to the
parents/guardians so they can compile an attendance list. We will set a maximum student limit
for each trip based on duration and travel expenses. From there, we navigate the itinerary
procedures for parents/guardians and students to prepare for the journey. Travel is
particularly planned over the weekend so as not to pull students away from regular instruction
time. If travel passes into weekdays, we identify students who are eligible to attend based on
their grades and attendance rates; in addition, we help them coordinate to retrieve their
classwork ahead of time. 

Our Academic Tutor, Carissa Lockwood-Brown, has been assisting with the NDEP recycling
grant to meet the requirements, including developing youth workshops, activities, and youth
art/writing/speaking competitions and organizing community presentations. She will
coordinate with the Boys & Girls Club to run activities focused on recycling, reducing, and
reusing materials. Carissa will also coordinate with the SES and other tribal departments and
external partners to plan the upcoming 2025 Earth Day activities. 

The ongoing disruptions by the Trump administration have put our Education Department staff
on guard to prepare for any challenges or barriers that we/students/any programs or services
may encounter during our regular programming. We have implemented a mandatory protocol
for our staff to always keep our student identification information on hand, including CIBs and
state/tribal identification, during travel. The temporary pause for all federal funding programs
could impact the Education Department, including six of our federal funding sources (BIA 638
Contracts (2), IMLS Enhancement Grant, Capital Projects Fund, NYCP Grant, and NDEP
recycling grant). I have communicated and confirmed at this time that our funding sources will
not be impacted and will continue to run on time. However, I understand the gravity of the EOs
and their impact on federal agencies and other external support systems in place for our
students across the board. Please contact me if you have any questions about our ongoing
grant/scholarship programs. Our staff remains vigilant about any actions affecting the
department and will continue communicating with the Tribe’s leadership. 

Submitted by, 

Sara Twiss, Education Director
eduationdirector@wrpt.org



Job Opening!
(Communal Library Specialist)
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This position will devise community-based and culturally based knowledge and critical skills
workshops that promote educational and career components needed for the long-term viability of
our community. While the primary beneficiaries of this program and services will be Native American
students and tribal members, both residing on and off the reservation, the expansion can be shared
resources and activities encompassing participants of all native descendants residing in the Walker
River Paiute Tribe reservation, as well as non-native community members – providing more strength
in our community collaboration efforts. 



Cont. Job Opening!
(Communal Library Specialist)
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Important Dates
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Walker River Paiute Tribe Graduation
Stoles Available for Fall/Spring 2024-2025
Graduates

The Education Department of the Walker River Paiute Tribe rewards students striving
to complete continuing education goals and academic success. The Graduation Stole
program is available for enrolled members of the Walker River Paiute Tribe who are
currently graduating within their academic school year. The program offers the
opportunity to receive graduation stole for one Associate’s, Bachelor's, Master's, or
Doctoral Degree. Students graduating from 8th grade, high school, vocational
programs, or proprietary schools are eligible. Parents/Legal guardians must complete
an application for any child(ren) under 18. 

DEADLINES: Fall Graduates: November 15 (mailing purposes only) 
                         Spring Graduates: April 15 (mailing purposes only)

Key Reminders:
The student is responsible for obtaining permission from the school/college/university
to wear the stole during commencement. Completion of the Call for All Graduates
survey administered through the Education Department is required. Upon receipt of a
complete application, the stole will be sent via U.S. Mail to the address listed on the
application, or stoles may be picked up at the Education Department during regular
business hours. 

Please contact the Education Department to complete an application:
 (775) 773-2306 ext. 2160

educationdirector@wrpt.org
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It is required to complete the Call for All Graduates survey
administered in the Education Department

Scan the QR Code here to access the survey:



DOES YOUR CHILD NEED TUTORING?
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NYCP is pleased to announce the availability of tutoring services
and transportation for students in grades 7th through 12th in
Lyon County and Mineral County schools. We invite you to
contact Dawna or Belinda to enroll your child for additional
assistance and support.



NYCP News
Southern NV College Tours
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On Jan 17 - Jan 20, 2025, NYCP Coaches
traveled to Las Vegas with fourteen (14)
students ranging from 7th-12th grade, to
receive private college tours of Universit of
Las Vegas, Nevada and Nevada State
University. They learned about hospitality,
gaming, culinary arts, and business
management. They also were informed about
resources available to Native American
students and available scholarships. They
explored the campuses, common areas,
dorms/apartments, public transportation and
recreational areas.  Thank you to Justin Zuniga,
Safe School Professional at YHS for
chaperoning the trip, and to the
parents/guardians for allowing your children
to attend! Special thanks to representatives
from UNLV and NSU for your collaboration!



NYCP News
Southern NV College Tours
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The Education Department staff was proud to host the Dicutta UNITY Youth
Council candidates and election night on Jan. 26. UNITY stands for the United
National Indian Tribal Youth Network and is established through its own
constitution and bylaws set by its members. Objectives of this group shall be to
provide a collective voice and represent the tribal youth in all matters that concern
them; to serve as a means of mobilizing and coordinating the actions of the youth,
community members, and other organizations toward positive goals to promote
the development of future tribal leaders; to help solve problems that may face
native youth; to coordinate community service projects and provide opportunities
for the youth to interact for fun and fellowship.

(Pictured L-R) Shania Thomas (Secretary), Georgia Quintero (Vice-President), Kylee Bearcloud (Co-President),
Randi Townsend (Outgoing President), Devin Mullins (Co-President), Montana John (Treasurer).



2025 UNITY Mid-year Conference
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On Feb. 5, 2025, our NYCP Coaches accompanied the Dicutta UNITY Youth Council,
mentoring twelve (12) local students to the UNITY Mid-Year Conference in Phoenix, AZ. Our
Education Department staff have been working closely with Saundra Mitrovich, YPT ACE
Program contractor for the Dicutta UNITY Youth Council, to continue encouraging and
mentoring students interested in participating in ongoing events and conferences. The
mid-year conference was a fantastic opportunity for students to participate in three days
of professional leadership development, highlighting community service and advocacy for
Indigenous communities! The group met with keynote speakers, leadership, and the
western regional group encompassing youth from Nevada, Arizona, and Utah.



2025 UNITY Mid-year Conference
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(Pictured L-R beginning at the top row) Kale Castillo, Bailey Hoferer, Memphis Summerfield,
Kylee Bearcloud, Devin Mullins, Montana John, (Bottom) Shania Thomas, Randi Townsend,
Madison Roberts, Wanovi Williams, Georgia Quintero.



Thank you all for sharing our Tribal Library Art Logo Contest!
Congratulations to Aaron Crowl, Walker River Paiute Tribe, for his submission and genuine

artistic expression of the Walker River Tribal Library. His logo design will officially represent
the Tribal Library from this day forward. We are grateful for his participation and for
providing an illustrative vision for the Walker River Tribal Library. Pesha uh Aaron!

Artistic Statement:
"I’m honored to represent the Tribal Library through my art, as it has always been a passion

of mine. A big inspiration was seeing the late Wayne “Chilli” Powell’s art scattered
throughout my grandparent’s house. So, I went with the old/western style of sketch that he
was famous for as it makes me think of the reservation in a peaceful and beautiful way. I

made the lake a basket shape to represent a piece of art that Paiutes are known for as well
as added the Two Sister Mountains that lie to the east of the reservation as they are what I
picture when I think of the terrain and land. The center and main focal point is the woman

holding up the books. My favorite teachers and most influential people in my life have
always been very strong and powerful women like my mother and grandmother so I thought

it was only right to honor them."

Walker River 
Tribal Library Program

14-27Funded through the Institute of Museum and Library Services



Walker River 
Tribal Library Program Event - RECAP
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The Walker River Tribal Library program held an event entitled Understanding Land
Acknowledgement. Participants were able to create their own acrylic paintings of
landscapes while listening to Kylie Harry, Communal Library Specialist, share deeper
insights into what land acknowledgments represent and how they are shared.
We had a group discussion on ways that we can acknowledge the land as
individuals, and how we would like to see others acknowledge our homelands. 
Good job to all the attendees!



Walker River 
Tribal Library Program Event - RECAP
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The Walker River Tribal Library program
hosted a movie night and community
discussion screening the film Dreamkeeper
(2003). We had 35 attendees total who
enjoyed the movie and engaged in questions
and answer sessions at the end of the film.
Thank you to the Tribal Health Clinic for
allowing us to use the gym space!



2025 Nevada Tribes Legislative Day

We had a great day at the 2025 NV Tribes Legislative Day in Carson City, NV. We took
six youth from Yerington Elementary, Intermediate, and High School, and two youth
from Hawthorne Elementary and Junior High School.  
The agenda was full of group discussions and activities, including the general
assembly session recognizing NV Tribes Day. Students were able to witness on the
General Assembly floor. Our youth also provided their voices in the discussion on
ways to improve voting in Indian Country. 

17-27

Pictured (L-R) Cohen Hagen (HJHS-7th), Elijah Plummer (YHS-11th), Ashley Keady (HES-1st), Melody Hoferer (YES-3rd),
Jeralyn Dixon (YHS-11th), Tyson Nez (YHS-9th), Meeko Hoferer (YIS-7th) & Katalena Summerfield (YIS-7th). 



2025 Nevada Tribes Legislative Day
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2025 Nevada Tribes Legislative Day
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Pictured Above (L-R): Sara Twiss (Education Director), Elijah Plummer (YHS-11th), Melody Hoferer (YES-3rd),
Tyson Nez (YHS-9th), Meeko Hoferer (YIS-7th), Cohen Hagen (HJHS-7th), Jeralyn Dixon (YHS-11th), 
Ashley Keady (HES-1st), Katalena Summerfield (YIS-7th), Mercedes Krause (MCSD Title VI Coordinator),
Carissa Lockwood-Brown (Academic Tutor).



2025 Nevada Tribes Legislative Day
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Above & Bottom Picture: Tyson Nez, (YHS-9th), Jeralyn Dixon
(YHS-11th), and Cohen Hagen (HJHS-7th) were selected to sit
on the main general assembly floor for NV Tribes Day. 



Student Recognition Night - 2nd Quarter Awards
Students attending the Student Recognition Night on Feb, 13, 2025 during the regular

Tribal Council meeting. 
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Board of Education

The Board of Education shall ensure and promote the best possible educational
opportunities for all members of the Walker River Paiute Tribe, as well as all

community members. 

Agendas are posted five days in advance of meetings held at the Tribal Administration, 
Tribal Health Clinic, Post Office,  FourSeasons Market, and Community Center. 22-27



SES Updates
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Important dates coming up for Schurz Elementary School:

NO SCHOOL, February 17th, for President’s Day Holiday
NO SCHOOL, February 28th, Teacher-in-Service Training 
March 14, 2025 - End of 3rd Quarter

Check out the Schurz Elementary School website for any updates!
https://ses.nvmcsd.org/



Title VI - Indian Education Parent Advisory Committee (PAC)

SUMMARY OF TITLE VI:

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 is a federal program that aims to
address the specific educational needs of American Indian and Alaska
Native students. The program's goals include: Increasing academic
achievement, Increasing cultural awareness and identity knowledge,
Increasing school attendance and graduation rates, Increasing parent
participation, and Providing support for at-risk students. 

Title VI-funded programs can include:
Academic advisement
Advocacy for special education students
After-school tutoring
Cultural enrichment activities, such as field trips and special events
Parent involvement
Professional development for teachers and paraprofessionals
Special health and nutrition services 

New School Committee!
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All meetings are open to the public! 
Next meeting will be held on March 12, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. at

SES Conference Room
Potluck Dinner will be provided! 

Introduction of New Board

Chair: Elena Summerfield
Vice-chair: Andrea Martinez
Secretary: Aimee Johnson

Historian: Lance West
Tribal Liaison: Sara Twiss

Member at Large: Candice Birchum

Seeking New Positions!
Treasurer

1-2 MCSD Teachers
Elder Member

5-15 Student Advisory
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Mid-year Replenish 
Your School Supplies

Backpacks
Lined paper (College/Wide-ruled)
Composition Notebooks
Binders
Folders/Dividers/Clear Inserts
Crayons
Colored Pencils
#2 Pencils/Mechanical Pencils
Pencil Sharpeners
Pens
Pocket Calculators/TI Calculators
Rulers/Protractors

Parents/Guardians and students: If you are in need
of school supplies, we have a large stock available
for Pre-K - 12th Grade. 

Teachers/Educators Supplies:
Boxed Tissue
Hand Sanitizer
Disinfectant Spray
Face Masks (Child/Adult)
Ziplock Bags (Sandwich and
Gallon sizes) 

Come by the Education Department between
8am - 5pm M-F to pick up any supplies



FAFSA Updates
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