
Check out our website for any updated information!
https://www.wrpt.org/education/

2025March

Phone Number:
775-773-2306 

Sara Twiss, Education Director Ext. 2160 
Aimee Johnson, Education Specialist Ext. 2162

Belinda Hooper, NYCP College & Career Coach Ext. 2161
Dawna Jackson, NYCP College & Career Coach Ext. 2163

Ysela Brown, Communal Library Specialist Ext. 2164 
Carissa Lockwood-Brown, Academic Tutor

REGULAR HOURS OF OPERATION: 
M-F 8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

TECHNOLOGY CENTER (OPEN TO PUBLIC): 
M-F 8:30 AM - 2:00 PM

(Please enter through Education Entrance Door)

Contact Education Department
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The NYCP Coaches traveled to Carson City with eleven students from 7th - 11th grade to visit the
Stewart Indian Museum, Western Nevada College Observatory, and the Nevada State Museum



Education Directors Report
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FEBRUARY/MARCH 2025
AVT 2nd Quarter Awards - One (1) student was awarded the AVT and the Agai Dicutta
Scholarship award

Enrichment 2nd Quarter Awards - Five (5) students were awarded the Enrichment
book/tuition reimbursement

2024/2025 Call for All Graduates Online Survey Count: 
16 responses received as of 4/11/2025

Meetings and Travel: 

Feb. 19 - Education Director presented during the Public Meeting held for the community
Feb. 20 - Met virtually with TMCC recruiters to host NYCP college campus visit in April
Feb. 22 - NYCP Coaches took 5 students to tour the Redken International Style of Academy 
Feb. 24 – Education Director met with the Walker Basin Conservancy to schedule SES field
trips and 2025 Earth Day events
Feb. 24 – Education Director and Academic Tutor met with SES Principal to organize field trips
and 2025 Earth Day events
Feb. 27-28 - Education Director attended the Nevada Afterschool Network Showcase in Reno,
NV and presented on Cultural/OST programs for the department
Feb. 27 – Education team met virtually with ITCN and Generation Red to organize the Equine
Assisted-Learning session for youth scheduled in March
Feb. 28 -Mar. 1 – The NYCP Coaches traveled to Carson City with eleven students from 7th -
11th grade to visit the Stewart Indian Museum, Western Nevada College Observatory, and the
Nevada State Museum
Mar. 3 - Education team held interviews and selected candidate for the Communal Library
Specialist position
Mar. 5 – The Education Director was appointed to the Indian Education Advisory Committee
Mar. 6 – Board of Education held regular February meeting
Mar. 7 – Education Director met with Andrea M. to discuss the development of a youth
leadership for economic development team
Mar. 9-13 - NYCP Coach, Dawna Jackson, attended the RES 2025 Conference on behalf of the
Education Department
Mar. 9- Education Director attended the Dicutta UNITY Youth Council meeting to invite them
to the Indian Education Summit meeting to present on past conferences and ongoing
activities
Mar. 10 - Communal Library Specialist begins at the office



Education Directors Report Cont.
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Submitted by, 

Sara Twiss, Education Director
eduationdirector@wrpt.org
(775)773 -2306 ext. 2160

Mar. 12 – Education Director and CLS met with Senior Center Director and Activities Specialist
to organize library activities for the seniors
Mar. 14 - Academic Tutor and CLS attended the Anti-Bullying Awareness Walk with the Agai
Dicutta Tuamuhvi Nobe (Boys & Girls Club)
Mar. 15 – Education Department worked with Generation Red and ITCN to host a pilot event of
the Equine-Assisted Learning session for youth, including sharing knowledge of the 4  Annual
Prayer Horse Ride

th

Mar. 18 - Education team attended the WRPT All Staff and Directors meeting
Mar. 19 – Education Director and CLS attended the WRPT Event Planning meeting
Mar. 19 - The Board of Education held the regular March meeting
Mar. 21 - NYCP Monthly meeting was held with the Nevada Department of Education and the
RMC Evaluation team 
Mar. 28 - Education staff, members of the Board of Education, and staff members from MCSD
and LCSD attended the Indian Education Summit. The Education Director presented the NYCP
program during a breakout session, and the students of the Dicutta UNITY Youth Council
presented to the attendees during the general closing session. 
Mar. 31 - The Empowering Community Alliance and the Board of Education co-hosted the
Breaking the Cycles of Bullying Event for the community 

As many of you are aware, I am expecting the birth of my third child (a baby girl) on May 2,
2025. We have a scheduled surgery delivery, and unless she decides to make her arrival
early, I will be taking my maternity leave beginning on Monday, April 28, 2025. 

I have full confidence that our Education Department team will successfully continue to
manage our ongoing programs, activities, and events throughout the spring and into the
summer. I am designating Aimee Johnson, Education Specialist, as the team lead and the
primary point of contact for any general office communications during my absence. 

As always you can reach out to any of our team members for assistance! 



Important Dates
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Walker River Paiute Tribe Graduation
Stoles Available for Fall/Spring 2024-2025
Graduates

The Education Department of the Walker River Paiute Tribe rewards students striving
to complete continuing education goals and academic success. The Graduation Stole
program is available for enrolled members of the Walker River Paiute Tribe who are
currently graduating within their academic school year. The program offers the
opportunity to receive graduation stole for one Associate’s, Bachelor's, Master's, or
Doctoral Degree. Students graduating from 8th grade, high school, vocational
programs, or proprietary schools are eligible. Parents/Legal guardians must complete
an application for any child(ren) under 18. 

DEADLINES: Fall Graduates: November 15 (mailing purposes only) 
                         Spring Graduates: April 15 (mailing purposes only)

Key Reminders:
The student is responsible for obtaining permission from the school/college/university
to wear the stole during commencement. Completion of the Call for All Graduates
survey administered through the Education Department is required. Upon receipt of a
complete application, the stole will be sent via U.S. Mail to the address listed on the
application, or stoles may be picked up at the Education Department during regular
business hours. 

Please contact the Education Department to complete an application:
 (775) 773-2306 ext. 2160

educationdirector@wrpt.org
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It is required to complete the Call for All Graduates survey
administered in the Education Department

Scan the QR Code here to access the survey:



STUDENT HIGHLIGHTS
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Faylah Quintero attends Hawthorne
Elementary School and poses with her

multiple awards including Mathematician,
Reading, and Good Citizenship!



NYCP News
Redken International Academy of Style
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Four of our NYCP students attended the Redken International Academy of Style on Feb. 22,
2025, in Reno, NV. Students were able to hear directly from students in the program who are
continuing to build their skills in becoming an aesthetician, hair designers, cosmetologists,
and nail technicians. This type of trip can be offered again in the future! 

If you're interested in signing up your student (7  - 12  grade) for our NYCP program and be offered to
attend trips like this one, please contact one of our NYCP Coaches for more information!

th th

Dawna Jackson, NYCP College & Career Coach 
(Office) 775-773-2306 ext. 2163 

(Work Cell) 775-493-6897 
Email: djackson@wrpt.org 

Belinda Hooper, NYCP College & Career Coach 
(Office) 775-773-2306 ext. 2161 

(Work Cell) 775-493-6893 
Email: bhooper@wrpt.org
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The NYCP Coaches organized an overnight trip on Feb. 28 - Mar. 1 to Carson City, NV, with
eleven students from 7th - 11th grade. They visited three sites, including the Stewart Indian
Museum, Western Nevada College Observatory, and the Nevada State Museum

NYCP News
Cultural History and Exploring the Stars
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The group was able to tour through the Stewart Indian Museum and spend time doing a
hands-on activity making deer from willow and hearing a story of the deer. They received
guidance from Melanie Smokey, Education Curator of Stewart Indian School Cultural
Center & Museum, talked about the History of the 90 Years about Stewart. Students also
learned about how the basketry and items are preserved and carefully handled within the
museum for safe keepings, as well as the delicate nature of these timeless items. Students
were able to walk through the self-guided portion of the Stewart Indian Museum, learning
about the histories and what past residences and boarding school members endured while
attending at Stewart Indian School. 

NYCP News
Cultural History and Exploring the Stars
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Students explored the Nevada State Museum
(three-levels of exploration and history learning),
including learning about the prehistoric times of
the mammals and environment that existed. 

NYCP News
Cultural History and Exploring the Stars
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Students received a special docent-led tour of the
history, mint, and mine exhibits, followed by a
docent-led tour of the Under One Sky exhibit.
These school and Education-related tours are
offered free through the Nevada State Museum!

NYCP News
Cultural History and Exploring the Stars
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The NYCP Coaches worked with the WNC
Jack C. Davis Observatory Director to
organize a private tour of the facility and
telescope setup. Students made observations
of planets, nebulae, and galaxies. They also
viewed some of the astrophotos and data
gathered and learned about astronomy and
space exploration as well as general science.

NYCP News
Cultural History and Exploring the Stars



On Saturday, March 15, the Education Department collaborated with the Inter-Tribal Council of
Nevada, Generation Red, a non-profit organization, and the lead organizer of the Prayer Horse
Ride to co-host a pilot Equine-Assisted Learning session in Schurz, NV for local youth and
community members. It focused on promoting not only horse care awareness but also self-care.
This session provided youth with numerous benefits, including enhancements in physical,
emotional, and spiritual health through their work with horses. This was an amazing event to
collaborate with ITCN, Generation Red, and the lead organizer of the Prayer Horse Ride! Equine-
assisted learning involves so many benefits to our health and education about our relationship
with animals, including a powerful spiritual stance against any harms to our communities. 
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NYCP News
Equine-Assisted Learning Session
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NYCP News
Equine-Assisted Learning Session

Culture

is

Prevention



2025 Nevada Afterschool Showcase
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On Feb 27-28, the Education Director, Sara Twiss attended the presented during the 2025
Nevada Afterschool Showcase, a statewide conference that brings together afterschool and
out-of-school time (OST) professionals and leaders in the field to learn about innovative
ways to enhance program quality and empower programs and youth to achieve their goals.
During the closing plenary session, she was able to present on Native Community & Culture
in Education & OST Programming, along with Fredina Drye-Romero, Education Programs
Professional for Indian Education, Nevada Department of Education, Stacey Montooth,
Executive Director of the Nevada Department of Native American Affairs, and Letisha
Yellowhawk, Cultural & Library Program Coordinator, Fallon Paiute Shoshone Tribe. They
engaged the attendees in a conversation about Nevada Tribal OST programs and ways to
involve Native American students in youth programming. 



Education Team in the Field!

On March 6, Dawna Jackson, NYCP College
& Career Coach, presented on upcoming
events and trips related to the NYCP
programming to the Yerington High School
Native American Club. Trips included the
Equine-Assisted Learning session, the
spring break Walkabout on Paiute Lands
events, a visit to TMCC, and to the
Ironworkers training facility event! 
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Our Academic Tutor, Carissa Lockwood-Brown, and Communal Library Specialist,
Ysela Brown, attended the Anti-Bullying Awareness Walk with the Agai Dicutta
Tuamuhvi Nobe (Boys & Girls Club). Thank you to all those who organized this
awareness event and to take a stand against acts of bullying!



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Our Academic Tutor, Carissa Lockwood-Brown,
has been assisting with the NDEP recycling
grant to meet the requirements, including
developing youth art making, essay writing,
and coloring competitions with Paiute
language translations. The main focus is on
promoting educational awareness of recycling,
reducing, and reusing materials. Carissa is
coordinating with the Schurz Elementary
School, as well as other tribal departments and
external partners,  to plan the upcoming 2025
Earth Day activities. 

See the following pages for grade level and class
participation! Winners will be announced at the Earth Day

event on April 22 . nd

Participants will get their art posted on the new and upcoming
recycling bins! 

Carissa Lockwood-Brown dropping off recycled
material to the students for their class competitions!



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Pre-K - 6  Grade th

Recycled Art - Class Team Competitions



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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3rd - 6  Grade th

Writing Essay Contests



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Pre-K - 2  Grade nd

Coloring Contests Pages



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Pre-K - 2  Grade nd

Coloring Contests Pages



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Pre-K - 2  Grade nd

Coloring Contests Pages



NDEP Recycling Grant Progress
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Pre-K - 2  Grade nd

Coloring Contests Pages



2025 Earth Day Flyer
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Upcoming Schurz Elementary School Field Trip
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Upcoming NYCP Trips!



27-33

Upcoming 2025 Paiute Language Bowl!

The Education Department is proud to attend and support the teams for the annual
Paiute Language Bowl to be held in Reno, NV on May, 9, 2025. Our staff will be providing

transportation to this event for eligible students. Please contact our office for details.
SEATS ARE LIMITED!



Upcoming NYCP Trips!
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Upcoming Walker River Paiute Tribe College and Career Fair!
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Upcoming MCSD Child Find Screening
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Education Department 
New Storage Shed!
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The Education Department would like to thank Spencer Quintero, a
contracted handyman worker for constructing our new storage shed for

added space and more efficiency to our ongoing programs and activities!
We’d also like to thank our staff, Carissa Lockwood-Brown, Ysela Brown,
and Elijah Plummer (11  Grade) for assisting him through this process. th

We would like to ask the community to respect the property as it
contributes to our youth and educational activities for the community.



FAFSA Updates
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